A Christmas Carol —

Not Where He Began - In the autumn of 1843 Charles Dickens, finding himself short of money
due to the cost of the upkeep of his house and a growing family decided to write a short
Christmas story. He produced the story in six weeks in time for a December publication.

The story was called a Christmas Carol. But as he wrote the story something happened to
Dickens, something crept over and saturated him with its presence—that same Christmas spirit
that overtook old Scrooge. His story became a work of love, not just of finances. He later wrote
to an American friend that he had wept and laughed over the story as he wrote it.

Dickens decided he wanted to price it cheaply so it was available for everybody. But he also
wanted the best illustrations, hence rather than the £1000 profit he needed he made £230.

But the work sold year on year and its success brought greater enhancement to his subsequent
works. What started as a work of finance became so much more.

Since the credit crunch I've read a couple and more articles about its effects on Christmas. One
declared we could no longer afford Christmas this year. Another declared Christmas cancelled
due to poor sales in a large chain of stores. Just like Scrooge in the story for many the true
meaning of Christmas has been lost. So what is the true meaning of Christmas?

A Christmas Presence-

At the opening of Matthew’s Gospel, we are told that, All this took place to fulfil what the Lord
had said through the prophet: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they
will call him Immanuel™—which means, “God with us.”

At the Just 10 event in Stockton earlier this year J John related how at a school assembly he
was asked have you seen God. His answer was “If he had lived at the right time in history he
would have, just as if he lived at the right time he would have seen Queen Victoria”. Christmas
is first and foremost a celebration of the fact that God
became Man in order to bring us all into a relationship
with him.

A Christmas Present -

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23)

There’s a gift none of us can earn, none of us deserve,
is given freely but cost the greatest price: the life and
death of Jesus Christ Gods only begotten son. That is the gift of eternal life. The Bible says all
of us deserve Gods judgement but instead he wants to give us life, abundant life, eternal life. All
we need to do to know Gods presence and His present is ask him, put our trust in Him and be
prepared to live our lives in and through His love for us.

Jesus said to him, "l am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through Me. (John 14:6)



Christmas Events & Services

CAROL SERVICES

For there is one God and one
Mediator between God and men,
the Man Christ Jesus, who gave

Himself a ransom for all
(1 Tim 2:5-6)
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Angel, Baby, Gabriel, Immanuel, Isaiah, Jesus,
Joseph, Mary, Messiah, Mighty, Prince

Did you know?
Oliver Cromwell banned Christmas pudding,
mince pies and anything to do with gluttony.
That law has never been rescinded so mince
pies are illegal.

According to the Holy Days and Fasting Days
Act 1551, which has not yet been repealed,
people must attend church Christmas Day on
foot.

In 1588 Elizabeth | enacted a law making it an
offense to eat any other bird on Xmas day other
than a Goose.

Christmas at St Georges

& Christ Church
St Georges Normanby

Sunday 21°" 8.45am Holy Communion
10am Family Service

Christmas Day 9am Family Communion

Sunday 28th 9.30am Family Communion
(United)

Christ Church, Eston

Sunday 21° 10am  Holy Communion

Christmas Eve 6.30pm CAROL SERVICE

Christmas Day 9am Family Communion

(Sunday 28th United Service at St Georges)
Everyone welcome










